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M I S S O U L A - -
T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M o n t a n a  p l a c e d  f o u r t h  w i t h  49 p o i n t s  in a w e l l - b a l a n c e d  Big S ky 
W r e s t l i n g  T o u r n a m e n t  h e l d  S a t u r d a y  at Ogden, Utah. Boise S t a t e  w o n  the tea m  c h a m p i o n s h i p  
w i t h  8 0% poin t s ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  I daho S t a t e  w i t h  7 0% a n d  W e b e r  S t a t e  w i t h  60%. F o l l o w i n g  
UM w e r e  N o r t h e r n  A r i z o n a  w i t h  24% a n d  M o n t a n a  S t a t e  w i t h  17%.
Only two G r i z z l i e s  q u a l i f i e d  for the N C A A  D i v i s i o n  I C h a m p i o n s h i p s  on M a r c h  16-18 
at C o l l e g e  Park, M d . F r e s h m a n  L a m o n t  Roth o f  B e t t e n d o r f ,  Iowa, w o n  the 158 p o u n d  c h a m p i o n­
ship and 190 p o u n d e r  S c o t t  M o r t o n  e a r n e d  a trip to the n a t i o n a l  m e e t  the h a r d  way.
Roth m a d e  his w a y  to the finals b y  p i n n i n g  Mike M c M a h o n  of W e b e r  S t a t e  in 6:27 and 
then w i n n i n g  a 5-2 d e c i s i o n  o v e r  N A U ' s  Neil S c h a e f f e r .  Ro t h  b e a t  d e f e n d i n g  Big S k y  167 
p o u n d  c hamp Lou G r a s s o  o f  Boise State, 13-5, for the c h a m p i o n s h i p .  H e ' s  n o w  24-7-1.
M o r t o n ' s  s t o r y  is a b i t  d i f f e r e n t .  M o r t o n  was l e a d i n g  H a r o l d  W i t t m a n  o f  B oise 
S t a t e  w h e n  the o f f i c i a l  c h a r g e d  h i m  w i t h  an illegal hold. T he ille g a l  h o l d  r e s u l t e d  in 
an a c c i d e n t a l  i n j u r y  to W i t t m a n  a nd he was u n a b l e  to c o n t i n u e  the match. H o w e v e r ,
W i t t m a n  was d e c l a r e d  the w i n n e r  b e c a u s e  his i n j u r y  was c a u s e d  b y  an illegal hold. M o r t o n  
we n t  on to w i n  t h i r d  p l a c e  by p i n n i n g  M o n t a n a  S t a t e ' s  S t e v e  Goetz. B e c a u s e  M o r t o n  was 
the n u m b e r  one seed at 190, and W i t t m a n  was u n a b l e  to w r e s t l e  in the c h a m p i o n s h i p  match, 
the c o a c h e s  a l l o w e d  M o r t o n  to c h a l l e n g e  the o f f i c i a l  champ, C r a i g  S i m p s o n  o f  W e b e r  
State, for the right to go to the n a t i o n a l  c h a m p i o n s h i p s .  M o r t o n  won 14-8. He is no w  
14-4-1.
Otis P rice ma d e  a b i d  to ke e p  his 134 p o u n d  c h a m p i o n s h i p  a g a i n  this year, but fell 
a c o u p l e  of p o i n t s  short of his goal. P r i c e  m a d e  it to the f i nals and was lead i n g  7-1 
b e f o r e  losing an 11-9 d e c i s i o n  to Brad Isom o f  W e b e r  State.
-more-
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" W e ' r e  d i s a p p o i n t e d ,  but w e ' r e  not m a k i n g  a n y  e x c u s e s , "  c o a c h  J o h n  J e r n m  said.
"A key e l e m e n t  was o u r  s even losses in the s e m i - f i n a l s .  Th a t  w o u l d  h a v e  t u r n e d  the meet
a r o u n d  for us if w e  c o u l d  h a v e  w o n  mo s t  of t hose m a t c h e s . "
S e n i o r  G l e n n  N e l s o n  lost 6-0 in the s e m i - f i n a l s  a n d  lost 1-0 in the c o n s o l a t i o n
finals at 118.
S e n i o r  T i m  O w e n  lost by fall to G e o r g e  Ki n g  o f  I daho S t a t e  in the 126 p o u n d  s e m i - f i n a l s
and then lost 5-4 to N A U ' s  Jo h n  Ho y t  in the c o n s o l a t i o n  round.
142 p o u n d e r  G a r y  M u r p h y  lost a 7-6 d e c i s i o n  to Brad A l l r e d  o f  B oise S t a t e  in the 
semi- f i n a l s .  M u r p h y  w a s  out for two w e e k s  b e f o r e  the t o u r n e y  w i t h  i n f a n t i g o  and the flu.
Neal Nix, s e c o n d  last ye a r  at 142, i n j u r e d  his t h u m b  in a p r e - m e e t  p r a c t i c e  and wa s  
u n a b l e  to gr i p  w i t h  one hand. He lost in the s e m i - f i n a l s  to G a r y  E t c h e m e n d y  o f  Idaho
State, w h o  h e ' d  b e a t e n  5-3 the w e e k  b e f o r e  in M i s s o u l a .
J i m  C l o w e s  lost to his a r c h - r i v a l  D a v e  P a c h e c o  o f  Idaho State, 1-0 in o v e r t i m e ,  
in the s e m i - f i n a l s  at 167. C l o w e s  h a d  d e f e a t e d  P a c h e c o  8-2 the w e e k  befo r e .  C l o w e s  
w e n t  on to take th i r d  for the s e c o n d  c o n s e c u t i v e  year, d e f e a t i n g  B r u c e  A n d e r s o n  of
M o n t a n a  S t a t e  11-1.
H e a v y w e i g h t  M i k e  P a n t z l a f f  also lost, 10-2, in the s e m i - f i n a l s .
177 p o u n d e r  Bill B r u n e t t  wa s  w r e s t l i n g  v a r s i t y  for the first time this season.
R e g u l a r  177 p o u n d e r  Dan H a n l e y  w as i n j u r e d  in p r a c t i c e  the w e e k  of the me e t  and did not
c o m p e t e .
Final i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o r d s  for M o n t a n a  are: G l e n n  N e l s o n  11-11-1; Tim O w e n  1 1-L6,
Otis P r i c e  14-7; Ga r y  M u r p h y  17-10-1; Ne a l  N i x  9-6; L a m o n t  Ro t h  24-7-1; J i m  C l o w e s  13-6-2;
and Bill B r u n e t t  0-2; S c o t t  M o r t o n  14-4-1 and M i k e  P a n t z l a f f  11-11.Dan H a n l e y  7-5
